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Abstract


these instructions give you basic guidelines for preparing papers for Petroleum Research journal. [footnoteRef:1]The maximum number of words of an abstract is 250 words.  [1: 
Key Words:

] 

To help researchers to write a respectable abstract, The European Association of Science Editors ask them to include 5 key elements in their research report and in their abstract. Key element 1 (BACKGROUND): the point of the research – why should we care about the study? This is usually a statement of the BIG problem that the research helps to solve and the strategy for helping to solve it. It prepares the reader to understand the specific research question. Key element 2 (OBJECTIVES): the specific research question – the basis of credible science. To be clear, complete, and brief, research questions are stated in terms of relationships between the variables that were investigated. Such specific research questions tie the story together – they focus on credible science. Key element 3 (METHODS): a precise description of the methods used to collect data and determine the relationships between the variables. Key element 4 (RESULTS): the major findings – not only data, but the RELATIONSHIPS found that lead to the answer. Results should generally be reported in the past tense, but the authors’ interpretation of the factual findings is in the present tense – it reports the authors’ belief of how the world IS. Of course, in a pilot study such as the following example, the authors cannot yet present definitive answers, which they indicate by using the words “suggest” and “may”. Key element 5 (CONCLUSIONS): the consequences of the answers – the value of the work. This element relates directly back to the big problem: how study helps to solve the problem, and it also points to the next step in research. 
Here is a fictitious structured abstract, using the above headings. 
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